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Regenerating Homestead Water Services 
through Ecorestoration

St. Mary's Building Complex II floor, Pattom P.O., Thiruvananthapuram 695004, India 
planetkerala@rediffmail.com

Tel + 91 471 3295944, 2557516
www.planetkerala.org
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Wetlands and coastal areas, an abode for over 17 mi llion people in the state of Kerala, 
India is witnessing explosive population pressure ( >1500 persons per Sq. Km.). The 
settlements are facing major issues linked with wat er supply (in terms of both quality 
and quantity) causing long-term health, financial, economic, social and environmental 
problems. 

Traditionally, shallow open wells and ponds have be en serving the domestic water 
needs of the communities for centuries in the state . By now these domestic water 
sources are non-potable with high levels of dissolv ed solids, turbidity, salinity, acidity 
and presence of faecal colliforms. 

The most severely affected communities need water n ot just for their domestic use but 
also for meeting livelihood too. The entire livelih ood of these relatively poor 
communities (the weakest and the largest stakeholder) is depended on fish catch, sand 
mining, shell collection, farming, fiber craft etc.  All these livelihood activities are 
correlated to water quality dynamics as indicated b y health of the immediate 
ecosystem. Conventional water schemes address just the water supply problem to 
certain extend and ignore to address the core water  issue - ie. Depletion of fresh water 
resources. 

Moreover, there is no liquid waste water treatment facility at any point and simply 
drained to the rive/sea, adding mosquito menaces an d sporadic attack of 
communicable diseases.
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Mangroves 

Mussels 

Semi Aquatic   

Shrubs

Aquatic 

Mangrove Associates  

Tall trees

REGENERATED FRESH WATER ZONE WITH 
INCREASED PRESENCE OF PLANT ROOTS River
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Finally scaling up from “Homestead to Watershed ”

Replicable in most wetlands and coastal areas
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